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A STRONG PASSION FOR JERSEYS
Cooriemungle supplier Chris McKenzie was recently
announced as the new President of Jersey Australia. He is
one of the original members of the Jersey Australia board
– inaugurated around nine or ten years ago – and is also a
member of the Victorian committee.
Chris’s passion for Jerseys stems from his father’s interest in
the breed.

At the age of 16, Chris’s father Alex worked on a farm with
Jersey cows, after which he decided that he wanted one day
to farm Jerseys himself.

The opportunity eventually arose in 1962 when Alex and
his wife Pat were allocated a 169-acre block of land in the
Heytesbury Settlement. Chris says that at one stage the
Heytesbury Settlement was the most intensive dairying area
in the southern hemisphere, as every farm was a dairy farm.
He adds that most farms had around 175 acres and an initial
maximum of 40 animals.

Cooriemungle supplier Chris McKenzie is the new President of
Jersey Australia. Photo supplied by Jersey Australia.

‘There were heaps of wood and sticks through the pasture
that had to be picked up’, he says. ‘The first ones to be done
were the ones you were cutting for hay. There was boundary
fencing only – no internal fencing. It was a bare, pastured
farm.’

‘In the meantime, we knew how to feed cows better’, he says.
He adds the breed has come a long way and the genetics
now come from all over the world.

‘It more than doubled the Timboon School population’, he
says. ‘There were that many school buses – there were four
going past here! They were all young families, and there
were about 1,500 kids at Timboon, with a minimum of 40
to a class. They had to put new classrooms in during the
holidays.’ Chris was in grade 2 at school when they made
the move to the farm.

‘We used to do a lot of showing’, he says. ‘Now it’s more
about breeding a really good type cow. The challenge now
is breeding the cow that’s going to take us into the future.
Every mating we’re planning for the next generation.’

Chris says the farms were set up to milk 60 cows, building
up from the initial 40, and the agreement was that farmers
had to stay on for a minimum of 5 or 6 years.

Alex started a stud, Coorievale Jerseys, in 1964. Over time
the farm has grown to 419 acres, milking 230 cows, with
calving split 40 per cent in autumn and 60 per cent in July/
August. Alex, now 86, is still involved with the farm.
‘We’ve milked here, power permitting, every day since
we’ve been here’, Chris says.

Chris and his wife Pam started their own Jersey stud, ‘Jireh’
in the mid-1980s. Chris explains that their early breeding
of the Jerseys related to the butterfat payment system, but
that American genetics were then introduced, producing a
bigger, stronger cow, and lifting 3,000-litre per year cows to
5,000 or 6,000 litres.

Chris used to show their cows at the Royal Melbourne Show
and many local events. While they have taken a few Jerseys
to International Dairy Week and the Heytesbury Show in the
past few years, Chris doesn’t have as much time now for
showing.

He says the strengths of the Jersey breed are that they are
very efficient in converting inputs to products, and that they
lead-feed well, with exceptionally good ease of calving.

He adds that their Jerseys are calm and gentle. ‘They are also
treated well’, he explains. ‘They have a good environment.’
‘Some people refer to them as yellow field mice’, he says.
‘But they compete efficiency wise; they are well out front.’

In his role as Jersey Australia President, he hopes to go along
to as many club meetings as time permits, while still running
the farm.
‘Marketing Jersey milk is a big priority for us’, he explains.
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BULK MILK CELL COUNTS
The Top 25 recognises the efforts of suppliers in keeping their average monthly BMCC to low levels.

Top 25 August 2017
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Glenmead Pty Ltd (I,V & N Smith)
Carl Walder
Powell Dairy Farms
F & P Van Bergen
Howard Partnership
Peter & Joy O’Keeffe
Jarod & Ebonie McVilly
PG & AC Parsons
John & Jennifer Inglis
Gerard & Jo McNamara (Nathan)
Cyril & Marjo Nijskens
Matthew Ross
Craig & Annette Smart
Rohan & Jayde Smith
Ian & Jenny Rhode
Les & Vicky Farrer
Bob & Sharron Atwell
Kippers Family Trust
AF & EM Darcy
RG & TA Morey (Rachael)
Andrew Buckley
Trevor & Carolyn Beasley
Mayfair Dairies
Peter & Angela Parsons
S & P Rea

33,000
37,000
38,000
40,000
43,000
47,000
47,000
52,000
52,000
52,000
53,000
53,000
55,000
56,000
56,000
57,000
57,000
57,000
58,000
59,000
60,000
60,000
60,000
61,000
61,000

15
15
15
16
17
18
18
18
19
19
20
21
22
22
22
22
23
24
24
24
25
25
25
25
25

Andrew & Jamie Vogels
Steven & Carolyn Bond
Corey Baulch
Rod & Libby Swayn
Mary, Robert & Helen Grieve
Stephen & Allira Smith
Lex & Rachael Moloney
C & C Costin
Ted, Doreen & Andrew Delaney
Donna Weller
D C Johnson Pty Ltd
Bruce & Jane Pike
Shane & Petrina Brandrup
John & Mary Meade
Araluen Pastoral Holdings
BR & YC McVilly
Shane & Raina Bushell
Moore Dairying Pty Ltd
Lyn Logan
Craig & Andrea Duro
David, Nareda & Owen Simpson
Kevin & Glenice Parsons
Eirenclare Farms – Eirenclare
Kieran & Raymond Campbell
Stephen & Anne Watson
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Factory Average BMCC August: 150,000

QUALITY MATTERS
By Anne Prince, Farm QA Manager

Now is a good time to have your farm vats checked by
qualified professionals. Ensure the refrigeration plant is
working well and is ready to cope with the hot weather
when it arrives. You can also use your WCB hand-held
thermometer to check the vat thermometer and record the
check in your diary. If there is a discrepancy larger than
2 0C it is time to have the thermometers checked. You can also
compare both readouts to temperatures recorded on tanker
dockets. Contact your Field Officer if you have any concerns.

2

Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) has announced
that from 1 October 2017, biosecurity and animal welfare
requirements will be included in the Livestock Production
Assurance (LPA) program.

To learn more about what this means for dairy farmers, visit
www.mla.com.au/lpachanges. Click on the link titled: As a
dairy farmer what do you need to do? The flyer linked at the
end of that section has instructions on how dairy farmers can
maintain their LPA accreditation.

REDUCING FEED WASTAGE
Supplier Anthony Farrer milks 240 mostly Holstein Friesian
cows on 540 acres, north of Purnim. His parents, John and Judith,
have dairy farmed here for 45 years, in addition to building up
a successful earthmoving business that specialises in farm track
construction. These days, Anthony takes care of the farm while
his brother Greg handles the earthmoving business, and John
helps out as needed.
‘I’m very proud of my boys’, John says.

The farm produces all its own hay and silage from the
predominantly Italian ryegrass pastures, and all young stock
are run on the farm. Chicory is also grown as a summer crop.

Last year a feed pad was installed at the dairy, with a hay feeder
that can accommodate 50 to 60 cows at a time. The feed pad was
set up so that each run of cows leaving the dairy can have a feed
of hay, silage or straw on their way out. However, loading the
hay into the feeder soon became an issue as their old feed cart
wasn’t high enough and was nearly worn out. Anthony says
that loading the hay with the front-end loader meant the feed
would go in in one blob and make a mess, with the result that
some cows wouldn’t be able to access it.
They recently purchased a new feed out cart from WMI that
was designed to be high enough and throw the hay out far
enough to direct it more effectively into the feeder. This also
allows them to mix silage and straw during wet weather to help
prevent the silage from becoming mouldy.

Purnim supplier Anthony Farrer with his new feed out cart.

The new feed out cart has reduced their wastage of feed at the
pad, helping them to make the most of their home-grown hay
and silage, and all cows can now access the feed in the feeder.
Anthony is pleased that the cart will also be able be used to feed
out in the paddocks during the dry summer months.

DEAKIN UNIVERSITY OPEN DAY
By Kim Kavanagh

More than 1000 people attended Deakin University’s
Warrnambool Campus Open Day in August, gathering
information on courses, participating in campus tours and
getting involved in fun activities.
WCB hosted an information booth in the ‘Careers in Our
Community’ section of the Open Day alongside other local
businesses and professional organisations. This activity
provided an excellent opportunity to speak with potential
students and their families about the career opportunities at
WCB. Staff members Sheree Smith, Louise Duffy, Nathan
Kenna, Victoria Lee, Derek Elwood, Ben Anderson and Kim
Kavanagh volunteered their time across the day to share their
individual work experiences and the WCB/Saputo story.
Many visitors were surprised to learn about the various career
opportunities available at WCB and the possibilities that
working for a leading international company may provide, or
simply that they could apply to do work experience with us.
Information was collected in the form of a survey with all
entries going into the draw to win one of three gourmet cheese
hampers.

We promoted Cheese World and the company products with a
complimentary tasting of the Warrnambool Heritage cheeses,
which certainly enticed everyone to our display!

WCB staff (from left) Louise Duffy, Kim Kavanagh, Victoria Lee
and Sheree Smith at the Deakin University Warrnambool Campus
Open Day.

WCB is committed to giving Deakin Warrnambool every
support to ensure we have a vibrant local campus going
forward.
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1550 L Sunset vat & refrigeration unit in
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clover hay 8' X 4' X 3' full feed test
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results available. Limited stock. Ph
condition, $2000, located Macarthur.
Charlie
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Ph 04170427
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36 DeLaval cup removers; $250
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2700 litre Mirra D-shape vat and
20 ‘Milka-ware Pro 4’ ACRs in excellent
Terry VS twin cylinder compressor;
condition, selling due to moving
has been fully maintained and
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Cooriemungle and surrounding areas.
Lucerne Hay, 2nd cut – 5x4 rolls;
Ph Colin 0429 206 180.
Lucerne/oaten – 5x4 rolls; Grass
hay – 5x4 rolls, Dry cow suitable.
POA. Ph Jason 0400 696 191.

Oats & vetch mix $200/t + GST +
freight; Cereal straw $60/t + GST +
Frigrite 4800L vat & Barry Brown
freight; Also snail medic clover &
10,300L glycol vat. Ph Keith: 5561
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With Christmas less than three months away, now is the time to
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Call the hamper hotline on 03 5565 3279 to order your hamper
now!
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inc books;
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A fine-chop Schuitemaker 135
silage wagon; 1 x 3 yard tractor
drawn hydraulic scoop (old); 12foot railway iron cattle grid with
concrete base; 3-inch aluminium
irrigation pipes and sprinklers; Ph
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CHEESE WORLD CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
WANTED:

Rankin dairy diaphragm pump in
reasonable condition. Ph: 03 5566
5142
Friesian & Jersey heifer calves 7
days old. Ph 0431 366 401.
PTO pond stirrer, new or second
hand. Ph 0418 583 932.

Proudly working together to bring you

FRESH
LOCALLY PRODUCED MILK

